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The historic centre of Riga,  
a unesco  

World heritage site, is  
widely recognized as having  

the finest collection of 
art nouveau/

JugenDstIL 
buildings in Europe.

ce
ntraL Market

The Riga Central Market (Centrāltirgus),  
also part of UNESCO’s  

World Heritage designation, is 
the Largest Market 

anD bazaar In the 
baLtIcs anD one of 
the Largest open-

aIr Markets In 
europe (72.3 thousand m²). 

The main pavilions were completed 
in 1930 by reusing old World War 1  

Zeppelin hangars.

generaL
facts 

about 
LatvIa

One of the world’s best 
known artists, abstract 

expressionist  
Mark rothko, 
Was born In 
DaugavpILs, 

Latvia (formerly known 
as Dvinsk) in 1903.

The Latvian 
factory VEF (Valsts 

elektrotehniskā 
fabrika) manufactured 
the WorLD’s 

fIrst 
MInIature 

caMera – the 
vef MInox from 

1937 to 1943. The 
Minox was notorious 
as a spy camera and 

today is a popular 
collectible. It was 
invented by Baltic 

German Walter Zapp.

Latvia is  
the onLy  

baLtIc  
country WIth  

Its oWn  
WInter  
cIrcus.

The winter circus was  
built more than  
100 years ago  

in 1888.

the population of Latvia is only 
0.4% of the total EU population.

the total land area of Latvia is  
64, 600 km². It is approximately  
5 times smaller than Germany  
and 2 times larger than Belgium.

The flag of Latvia is one  
of the oldest flags in 

the world. 13th Century Livonian 
Order Chronicles reference the  
use of the red white red flag that  
we still use today.

the national coat of arms 
combines symbols of Latvian 
national statehood as well as 
symbols of ancient historical districts. 

Latvia has over 1.2 million  
dainas (folk songs) from over  
a thousand years ago. They  
define and distinguish unique 
Latvian culture.


