
Latvia’s achievements 
in e-government

At the same time we have 
the cheapest 
fast internet 

in the eU.
[Digi ta l  Agenda Scoreboard] 

We have  
the Largest mobiLe 

phone Users 
in the eU. 

[Digi ta l  Agenda Scoreboard] 

Social network created in Latvia 
www.draUgiem.Lv  
is ~ 2 times more 

popULar than 
facebook in Latvia.

We have 
the Largest 

high-speed internet 
sUbscribers  

in the eU. 
[Digi ta l  Agenda Scoreboard]

We have  
the 6th 
fastest 
internet 
in the worLd.

[Akamai annual  study]

[Akamai annual  study]

[Digi ta l  Agenda 
Scoreboard]

Latvia holds 
4 of the eU 
in the Use 
of sociaL 
networks.

We have 
the 3rd 
fastest 
internet 
in the eU.
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Latvia

There are  
more than 
700 miLLion 

trees  
in Latvia.

Approximately 
45% of Latvia’s 
territory
is covered 
by forests.

95% of the world’s Lesser 
spotted eagLes  

nest in Europe –

5% of the  
worLd’s

bLack stork 
popULation  

Lives in Latvia.
aboUt 20% of them  

in Latvia!

Latvia ranks 4th in the eU for 
freshwater resoUrces.
Latvia has 20,000 m3 of fresh 

water per person.
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Latvia and its 
natUraL resoUrces

Latvian Presidency 
of the Council of the 
European Union

The State Chancellery of Latvia, 2014
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The historic centre of Riga,  
a Unesco  

world heritage site, is  
widely recognized as having  

the finest collection of 
art noUveaU/

JUgendstiL 
buildings in Europe.

ce
ntraL market

The Riga Central Market (Centrāltirgus),  
also part of UNESCO’s  

World Heritage designation, is 
the Largest market 

and bazaar in the 
baLtics and one of 
the Largest open-

air markets in 
eUrope (72.3 thousand m²). 

The main pavilions were completed 
in 1930 by reusing old World War 1  

Zeppelin hangars.

generaL
facts 

aboUt 
Latvia

One of the world’s best 
known artists, abstract 

expressionist  
mark rothko, 
was born in 
daUgavpiLs, 

Latvia (formerly known 
as Dvinsk) in 1903.

The Latvian 
factory VEF (Valsts 

elektrotehniskā 
fabrika) manufactured 
the worLd’s 

first 
miniatUre 

camera – the 
vef minox from 

1937 to 1943. The 
Minox was notorious 
as a spy camera and 

today is a popular 
collectible. It was 
invented by Baltic 

German Walter Zapp.

Latvia is  
the onLy  

baLtic  
coUntry with  

its own  
winter  
circUs.

The winter circus was  
built more than  
100 years ago  

in 1888.

the population of Latvia is only 
0.4% of the total EU population.

the total land area of Latvia is  
64, 600 km². It is approximately  
5 times smaller than Germany  
and 2 times larger than Belgium.

The flag of Latvia is one  
of the oldest flags in 

the world. 13th Century Livonian 
Order Chronicles reference the  
use of the red white red flag that  
we still use today.

the national coat of arms 
combines symbols of Latvian 
national statehood as well as 
symbols of ancient historical districts. 

Latvia has over 1.2 million  
dainas (folk songs) from over  
a thousand years ago. They  
define and distinguish unique 
Latvian culture.

For comparison – the circumference  
of the earth at the equator  

is 40,075 km.

The total length  
of Latvia’s flowing 

rivers is
38,400 km.

The Sabile Wine Hill above  
the Abava River is 

the worLd’s 
northernmost 

open-air vineyard*

moricsaLa  
natUre reserve 

is one of the 
oLdest protected 

area in the eU 
founded over  

100 years ago.

the widest  
natUraL waterfaLL  

in eUrope 
(249 meters wide),
called Ventas rumba, is in  
the lovely city of Kuldīga.

Latvia has fascinating Devonian 
red sandstone formations,
the onLy ones 

foUnd aLong the 
baLtic sea...  

They are known as: Veczemju, 
Zivtiņa, Ēzurgas and Tūjas  

atsegumi (rocks).

* as stated in the Guiness World Record Book.

riga – the eU 
capitaL of wifi
Wifi spots in Riga and  
free WiFi network all  
over Latvia.
Connects You  
everywhere, for free – on 
taxis, trains, libraries and 
even on park bench.

Latvia has one of the most 
transparent  

government in the eU  
Online meetings of the Cabinet  

of Ministers and Saeima (Parliament).

http://www.draugiem.lv

