Eiropas Ekonomikas un socialo lietu komiteja ir konsultativa strukttra, kas parstav
organizetu pilsonisko sabiedribu

“Eiropas Parlamentam, Padomei un Komisijai
palidz Ekonomikas un socialo lietu komiteja un
Regionu komiteja, kuras pilda padomdevejas funkcijas.”

Liguma par Eiropas Savienibu 13. pants
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EESK parstiav ORGANIZETU PILSONISKO SABIEDRIBU.

Tas nozimé, ka musu locekli ir parasti eiropiesi no dazadam organizacijam un ir iedaliti 3 grupas:
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Sis tris grupas ir tilts starp ES un pilsonisko sabiedribu: tas ir apnémusas ES limenT aizstavét
sabiedribas intereses.
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Daudzas jomas Eiropas Parlamentam, ES Padomei un Eiropas
Komisijai, izstradajot jaunus tiesibu aktus par plasu jautajumu klastu, ir
juridisks pienakums konsultéties ar EESK sadas jomas:

EESK izvérte tiesibu aktu priekslikumus un
izstrada atzinumus,

panakot vienosanos starp

Komitejas locekliem.

EESK pienem ari

pasiniciativas atzinumus par tematiem,
kurus Komitejas locekli uzskata par
svarigiem

no ES pilsonu viedokla.

Komiteja sagatavo ari izpétes atzinumus,
ko ladz izstradat ES likumdeveéji, kad vélas
uzzinat pilsoniskas sabiedribas viedokli.

EESK kopuma izstrada apmeéram
200 atzinumus gada.



STRUKTURVIENIBAS: 6 SPECIALIZETAS NODALAS

TEN

Transports,
energetika,
infrastruktura

REX
INGIERS
attiecibas

un
informacijas

sabiedriba




leskats padaritaja un aktualitatées

Eiropas Ekonomikas un socialo lietu komiteja

Andris Gobins

Biedriba «Eiropas Kustiba Latvija»

NVO interesu grupas "Apvienibu darbiba" lidzpriekssédis (Associational Life Category)

Eiropas Semestra grupas dalibnie

ES — Ukrainas sadaribas grupas dalibnie

KS
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EESK Pilsoniskas sabiedribas organizaciju grupas prezidija loceklis



Sashiegtais Arlietu specializétaja nodala (REX)

Ukraina. Atbalsts Ukrainas pilsoniskas sabiedribas sagatavosanai ES integracijas cela — pilsoniskas lidzdalibas strukturas
planosanai, financésanai, lidzdalibas tiesibam (ES institlciju atbalsta organizé$ana Arlietu dienestd un Eiropas Komisija).

Oskarotas filmas «20 Days in Mariopol» un diskusiju ierosinasana un lidzkoordinésana Eiropas Parlamenta (!) un EESK
Ukrainas kolégu iesaiste EESK darba, t.sk. Plenarsédés un sadariba ar Sintiju Bernavu no ES-Ukrainas NVO platformas.

Raksts Pilsoniskas sabiedribas organizaciju grupas zurnala par Ukrainas brivibas cinu treso gadadienu, kas noslédzas ar manis
rosinatas rezolUcijas Ukrainas atbalstam citatu: «it is of utmost interest to the EU and the international community that no borders be changed
through military means, and that no benefits be gained by the aggressor. [...] and full reparations paid to Ukraine.»

Demokratiska Baltkrievija. Turpinas darbs pie Baltkrievijas (BY) demokratiskas zurnalistikas atbalsta zinojuma, kas tapis ciesa
sadarbiba ar BY pilsonisko sabiedribu, t.sk. Hanna Lubakova turpinajums: zinojums par Socialo platformu un maksliga intelekta
pienakumu cilvéekiem nodrosinat uzticamas informacijas redzamibu par Austrumeiropu (trustworthy information). Cita starpa
sadarbiba ar NATO StraCOM COE Riga, ANO, OECD, UNDP, EEAS, EP u.c.,, Hannas Lubakovas nefromalas tikSanas sérijas
organizésana ar EESK augstakam amatpersonam.

Ukrainas un citu ES kandidatvalstu ieklausana EESK darba. Darbs, lai nodrosinatu turpmaku Ukrainas u.c. ES kandidatvalstu
instituciju iesaisti EESK procesos.

Citi. Atbilstoss ES financéjums aizsardzibai — EESK ir pirma ES institucija, kas prasa 2,5 % no ES NATO valstu IKP ieguldit
aizsardziba (to papildinatu infrastrukturas lidzekli), t.sk. prasot palielinat ES budzetu. Gruzijas demokratijas atbalstiSana uzrunas.



Sasniegtais Ekonomikas un financu specializétaja nodala (ECO)

Divas ECO Eiropas Semestra apala galda diskusijas Latvija ar loti plasu dalibnieku loku. Lidzrikoju spécigu
savstarpéjo koordinaciju, ka ari zinojuma izstadi par pilsoniskas sabiedribas lidzdalibu ANM procesos, t.sk.
vidustermina novértésana un par Eiropas Semestra uzlabosanu.

ES lidzeklu pieejamiba NVO. Informacijas apmaina ar kolégiem par financu pieejamibu ES programmas citas ES
dalibvalstis, laba prakse utt.

Atbalsts ES arejam robezu teritorijam ECO atzinuma. Atzinuma par ES kohézijas politiku sadarbiba ar K.Zarinu
ieklauta prasiba ipasam atbalstam ES aréjo robezu teritorijam.

ES budzeta un tiesiskuma normu ievérosanas spécigaka sasaiste. Atbalsts specinat ES Tiesiskuma zinojuma (Rule
of law report) nozimi, taja veidojot atsevisku un saistosu sadalu par vidi pilsoniskai darbibai (Civic space) un
tiesiskuma jomas problému gadijuma izmantot ES financu plusmas reformu panaksanai.

Uzruna ES koheézijas komisaram. Nesenaja EESK plenarsédée izteikts skaidrs atbalsts kohézijas politikas

.....

migracijas plusmu interesém), prasibu péc godigiem platibmaksajumiem un atbalstu transporta savienojumiem
RailBaltica.

EESK pievienojas Bluesky un citam platformam. lerosinata un panakta EESK attalinasanas no X dominances.



Sasniegtais Socialo lietu un pilsoniskuma specializétaja nodala (SOC)

Lugums MK un NVO sadarbibas memoranda istenosanas padomei parakstit sadarbibas ligumu ar EESK.
Pateicoties LV delgacijas uzstajibai, ir izveidoti kritériji un viss gatavs sadarbibai. Galvenie ieguvumi: 1.
informacijas aprite pilsoniska dialoga «tikla», 2. iespéja piedalities ikgadéja EESK un nacionala limena pilsoniska
dialoga instittciju (Ekonomikas un socialo lietu komiteju) sadarbibas un pieredzes apmainas pasakuma, 3.
sadarbibas iespéja ar partneriem citas valstis — énosana un tml.

Pilsoniskas sabiedribas stratéegija ir ieklauta EK darbibas programma, EESK top pardomu dokuments. Kopa ar ES
lielajiem NVO tikliem panakts EESK sadarbibas grupas veidojams dokuments par ES Pilsoniskas sabiedribas
stratégiju. Dokuments bus pamats turpmakajiem ierosinajumiem Eiropas Komisijai, t.sk. Pilsoniskas sabiedribas
platformai, kadu paredz izveidot ES ricibas plans.

Atbalsts ES limena NVO tikliem un akcijam ES arvalstu agentu direktivas apstadinasana. Atbalsts strikti
noraidoSam EESK atzinumam, diskusiju veidosana EESK NVO grupa, publiski viedokl|i EP un EK.

Pilsoniskas sabiedribas organizaciju grupas prioritates ieklauta demokratija un drosumspéja. Pasreizéja grupas
programmai bus liela ietekme nakama EESK prezidenta darbibas prioritatés.

Sakotnéeja koordinésanas EESK -- strauji tuvojas Lietuvas un Latvijas ES prezidenturas. Atbalsts un dalisanas
pieredze ar Lietuvas kolégiem par NVO lidzdalibu veiksmigas prezidenturas istenosana.
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Ukraine will be free and become a fully-fledged EU Member State

In todays turbulent
timias, including
those in US policy,
that title might scund
somewhat  srange,
but in fact Ukraines
candidacy for EU membership is an opportunity
far — and obligation an - us in the EU to grasp,
if we ourselves do not want to experience
severe suffering like the people living in Ukraine.
Immediate stronger cormmitrent from the EU
to support Ukraine waould benefit everyone, and
Ukraines membership of the EU would make
the ELl safer and stronger,

UKRAINE

Andeis Getuni O FFSC

The fullscale war of aggression against
Ukraine is coming into its fourth year. Shame
on the democratic world for not hawving
managed to stop the war against not only
our neighbour but ako the entire rules-based
order! Civil society colleagues in Ukraine are
clear that the priority rermains to deliver all the
weapons they need, but another one is to close
the loopholes that allow sanctions on Russia
to be circurmvented and to stop all other direct
and indirect support for Russia and its war.

In the meantime, no one doubts that Ukraine’s
path towards the EUis irreversible. The workithas
carried out so far is admirable, and preparations
for accession talks are already under way. Civil
society organisations (C50s) in Ukraine have
for decades been the driving force behind —
and a watchdog for - EU integration, and the
EESC has pioneered the imvolvernent of C50s
representatives in EU policy-making through
its ‘Enlargerment Candidate Membears” Initiative
[ECM), its EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform?

ivil society organisation

Indluding Ukrainiz
orting coordination amang argal

urnbrella netw
ations and their

and its EU-Ukraine
Domestic _ Advisary
Group’. Howeaver, the
EESCE  cooperation

with Ukrainian
C50s  goes  even
further, including

the  provision  of
affice space  for
Ukrzinian 50z, and
targeted projects by
EESC Membars and
their  arganisations,
amangst ather
things.

It is now crucial to create a properly resowrced
secretariat for  C50s  inwolvement and
coordination and to create structures for
dialogue, needed to ensure that the dedsions
taken in Ukraine in the run-up to accession
and afterwards are the right ones and the mast
effective. What will be the best way ahead for
Ukraine? How can we ensure that (50s are
heard and inwehed? This has been discussed
intensively at the EESC's EU-Ukraine Civil Society
Platform meetings, where representatives

from the EESCs Cwil Sodety Organisations’

Group have played a leading role One key
conclusion: the existing BU-Ukmine Civil Society
Platform is an excellent starting paint for future
development, but a great deal of —sometimes
hard — work will have to be done.

In @ recent meeting, the Burcpean External
Action Service* stated that it would investigate
the legal aspects of involing civil sodety
as widely as possible in negotiations an the
particular chapters it is coordinating.

The European Commission’s Directorate-
General for Neighbaurhood and Enlargement
Megotiations (DG NEAR)®, which is coordinating
the accession negotiations as a whole, will
be checking the possibiities for providing

lvement in accession negotiations and beyond

mast effective financial support and further stren
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respurces for C50s"coordination work and other
imvolvernent during the accession process. The
Mission of Ukraine to the European Union®
[Ukrainian representation in Brussels) has
undertakan to repart to the Ukrainian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs that a request for funding
should be wbled to make the allocation of
funds faster and more realistic.

The EU as a whole —and we as divil sodety
— can and must do more, faster and better.
Hice words of support are no help to any victim
wiho has been attacked. | am proud that the
EESC, and especially the representatives of
the Civil Sodety Organisations’ Group, hawe
played a key rale in working for a better and
mare united Europe, based on International
Law and the Rule of Law. | would like to
rernind us all of the very precise requast in the
EESC Resolution on the war in Ukraine and its
ecanamic, social and environmental impact
issued in the month following the outbreak
of the full-scale war: "The EESC believes it is
of the utmpst importance to the EU and the
international cormmunity that no borders be
changed through military means, and that no
bensfits be gained by the aggressor. The rule
of law must be upheld, not the rights of the
strongest, and full reparations paid to Ukraing”.

EU accession pro iscussed in the

t ELY level and creating joint projects
rts in Ukraine and setting up a secretariat for coordinating C50s participation

ning the capacity of C50s in Ukraine and their
s and the tive ones in Ukrzine in the

vil dialogue bodies inspired by the EESC.)
and other stake holder invalvement fram the Ukrainian side.
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Protecting civil society organisations as democracy’s frontline defenders

Civil society organisations are under attack
across Europe and America. The EU must act
now to defend them and safeguard democracy.
At its plenary debate on the World NGO Day',
the European Economic and Social Committee
held a debate on The EU and Civil Society:
Strengthening Democracy and Participation.

The Civil Society Organisations’ Group ensured
that the voice of civil society organisations was
heard during the debate and made it clear that
the EU must take urgent action to protect
civil society organisations, as democracy's
frontline defenders.

Jan Dirx, Vice-President of the Civil Society
Organisations’ Group, pointed to the recent
geopolitical developments threatening
democratic values.'All EU institutions and all three
groups of the Committee will have to stand up for
the rule of law, human rights and the freedom to
organise ourselves as civil saciety, as employers,
waorkers and civil society organisations.

Lidija Pavi¢-
Rogosic, Vice

President of the
Civil Society
Organisations’
Group, reminded

the assembly that
‘NGOs play a key
O FESC role in maintaining

democratic  values
supporting vulnerable groups and protecting
the environment’ but that for this it was
important to establish ‘constructive dialogue
between civil society organisations and policy:
makers based on mutual trust! She called for
the adoption of the EU Civil Society Strategy?
and a clear framework for Member States to
apply Article 11 of the Treaty on European
Union®.

Lidfa Pavic-Rogosic

lonut Sibian addressed the MEPs present and
said that the European Parliament should take

the threat against civil society and civil society
organisations seriously and that they should be
careful not to put civil society organisations on
the line and expose them to criticism.

Justyna Ochedzan stated that the cost-of
living crisis made citizens more radical and was
driving them to the extremes. In this context it
was important that politicians supported the
capacity building of civil society organisations.

Andris Gobind
pointed out that civil
society formed the
basis of European
democracy. The
European Parliament
should be committed
to protecting civil
society organisations
and should respond
firmly to attacks against civil society.

Andris Gobing © EESC
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