
Municipalities, 
municipal institutions

State budget 
institutions

State - controlled and financed enterprises 21 545
13 915

15 684
Municipally controlled companies

Higher education institutions, universities, 
academies, colleges, institutes, etc.

60 251

116 229
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Market Commission
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NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES IN THE STATE BUDGET
INSTITUTIONS HAS DECREASED SINCE 2008

LARGEST STATE BUDGET INSTITUTIONS

Source: Central Statistical Bureau data on the 4th quarter of 2019

~ 50% OF EMPLOYEES IN THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT SECTOR 
WORK IN MUNICIPALITIES AND SUBORDINATE INSTITUTIONS

Source: Central Statistical Bureau data on the 4th quarter of 2019

LARGEST STATE BUDGET INSTITUTIONS, 
BY NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES

Source: Central Statistical Bureau data on the 4th quarter of 2019

Source: Central Statistical Bureau data on the 4th quarter of 2019

1 908 100
population

290 065
Public sector employees

622 443
Private sector employees

Ministries and central government authorities (incl. the 
State Chancellery, Cross-Sectoral Coordination Centre and 
Corruption Prevention and Combating Bureau (KNAB))

.
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Independent authorities and authorities subordinate 
to ministries. For example, the Prosecution O�ce, 
Saeima, State Audit O�ce, Supreme Court, etc.

Commercial companies with a state or municipality capital 
share of 50% and more. For example, Latvijas Dzelzsceļš, 
Latvian  State Forests, Latvijas Pasts, Latvenergo, Rīgas 
satiksme, Rīgas namu pārvaldnieks, etc.

 

Municipally controlled and financed companies. 
For example, hospitals, polyclinics, leisure facilities, etc.

 

Municipalities and other municipal authorities. 
For example, schools, nursing homes, municipal 
police, cultural and sports establishments, etc.

Companies controlled and financed by state institutions. 
For example, Riga East University Hospital, Latvijas 
autoceļu uzturētājs, Road Tra�c Safety Directorate 
(CSDD), Latvian National Opera, State  Real Estate, 
Latvian Television, etc.

Higher education institutions, universities, colleges, 
institutes, etc.
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-22 %

GENERAL GOVERNMENT SECTOR

168 STATE BUDGET INSTITUTIONS

LARGEST INDEPENDENT INSTITUTIONS

Source: Central Statistical Bureau data on the 4th quarter of 2019

60 251
60 251 or ~ 3.2% of the Latvian population
works in state budget institutions

Slovakia

France

Finland

17 256

100

 

Members of the Saeima

2 482Medical practitioners

2 854Employees of 
social care centres

1 043Prosecutors, judges

3 631
Teachers in vocational 
education and training 

institutions

11 704
 

8,40

9,11

%

%

Sweden7,14 %

4,41 %

Estonia6,06 %
Proportion of 

employees in public 
administration in 2019. 
Percentage of the total 

number of employees in 
the country

Source: State Chancellery’s data on the 4th quarter of 2019

6,96 % Latvia

Project managers, 
specialists, support sta�

O�cials with a special 
service rank (e.g. police 

o�cers, firefighters)

Source: Eurostat data 2020

Nearly half of 
employees of the state 
budget institutions are 
police o�cers, 
soldiers, educators, 
medical practitioners, 

prosecutors and judges who are 
usually not associated with the 
public administration.

MAJORITY OF EMPLOYEES TAKE CARE 
OF SAFETY AND SOCIAL PROTECTION 
OF THE POPULATION

Central 
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171 174

288 818 289 507
280 873

3 339

60 274

14 061

19 102

105 351

12 037

66 709

214 164

2009
3 456

59 610

15 479

19 259

110 768

12 231

285 873

65 070

220 803

2010
3 354

58 812

15 588

19 686

110 674

12 426

287 575

67 035

220 540

2011
3 397

56 675

15 756

20 896

109 232

12 327

285 734

67 451

218 283

2012
3 465

56 257

14 860

21 156

111 990

12 471

286 583

66 384

220 199

2013
3 624

56 310

14 540

21 511

118 385

12 765

292 387

65 252

227 135

2015

56 234

14 659

21 725

115 550

12 665

290 341

65 790

224 551

2014
3 718

126 511

15 693

328 082

73 601

254 481

2008

17 074

17 908

73 109

Civil servants 11 304

4 186

57 090 57 580

14 441 14 628

21 795 21 673

116 895 117 525

2016 2017
3 514 3 532

12 906
13 075

62 177 61 494

226 641 228 013

60 604 61 112

290 685

57 480

14 945

21 373

117 302

2018
3 572

13 510

62 503

228 182

61 052

290 065

56 715

15 684

21 545

116 229

2019
3 536

13 915

62 441

227 624

60 25163 613 63 066 62 166 60 072 59 722 59 93459 952
77 295

NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES 
IN THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

2019

EU (28)6,77 %

Lithuania5,90 %

Prosecution O�ce State Audit O�ce
504


